Hand preferences and whole (Galago senegalensis).
The hand preferences in prey capture and whole-body turning biases after prey capture were assessed in 10 lesser bushbabies (Galago senegalensis) in 8 conditions designed to manipulate posture, visibility of prey and angle of reaching. Each subject received 60 trials in each test condition for a total of 480 trials. Seven subjects had a left-hand preference in food reaching, three right and none were ambipreferent. Eight subjects had a left whole-body turning bias, one right and one had no bias. No correlation was found between reach preference and turning bias. Bipedal posture facilitated the use of the dominant hand, whereas other manipulated conditions did not have a significant effect on hand use. A neuraxial arousal system is postulated as mediator of the bipedal effect on hand use.